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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE THURMASTON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 

TUESDAY 8th FEBRUARY 2011 at 7.45 p.m. IN THE MEMORIAL HALL 

 

PRESENT:   

Councillors:   M D Lowe (Chairman) 

    S R Brown  S Coombe   

C Davies  R Davies 

K Dent  D de Carteret Pochin     

N Bedder  D Gartside   

P S Harley  D J Hill   

Mrs B J Seaton       J Smith  

P S Newman C A Wooding  

Mrs A Smith  A J Willmott 

D Maguire 

  

ALSO PRESENT: The Clerk and the Deputy Clerk,  

Mr T Watkinson – Raynsway Property 

PCSO Harkaret 

3 Members of the Public 

     

APOLOGIES:           Councillors: S D Hill 

  

*********************************************************************************

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE HELD IN THE LIBRARY 

ON TUESDAY 8th FEBRUARY 2011 AT 7.15 PM 

 

PRESENT:  Councillors;  M D Lowe (Chairman)  

D J Hill  K Dent 

Mrs B J Seaton N Bedder  

      

ALSO PRESENT: The Clerk and the Deputy Clerk 

 

1. To Receive apologies for Absence 

 

2. Disclosures of Interest  -  To receive disclosures from Members and 

Officers and the nature of those interests as specified In respect of 

items on this agenda. 

 

Councillor Hill declared an interest in any business concerning Mrs R Hill 

(employee). 

 

3. Monthly Expenditure Report – Mrs G M Smith 

 

ACCOUNTS:  Expenditure:  The Clerk presented cheque no’s 109471 to 
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109497 for invoices and petty cash and direct debits totalling £25367.04    

for February. 

 

4. Monthly Income Report – Mrs G M Smith 

 

Income: The Deputy Clerk presented income details for January. 

 

It was proposed and seconded that the Council accepts the accounts. 

 

Councillor Seaton requested information about the profit margin on 

sweets etc and the Clerk explained that this information is evident in the 

stock reports. 

 

Councillor Dent requested a quarterly summary of income. 

 

Resolved:  Clerks to supply the above information as requested. 

 

Resolved: Councillors approved the income and expenditure reports. 

 

5. Appointment of Internal Auditor – The Clerk 

 

It was proposed and seconded that, having given a satisfactory service 

previously, Redwood Prior are invited to carry out the internal audit. 

 

Resolved: the motion was carried. 

 

6. Correspondence 

  

Letter from Kate Hall – Harvey and Ingram LLP as follows: 

 

Many thanks for your message. 

 

The value of the time recorded on the file here is £1273.  This is higher than 

I would have hoped but reflects the need to attend meetings at the 

Council. 

 

As the lease did not proceed, I would suggest a figure for our fees of 

£1050 plus VAT.  Can that figure be agreed please? 

 

Resolved:  accepted. 

 

Zurich Insurance: 

Requesting to quote for the Council’s Insurance provision which is due for 

renewal in June. 
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Resolved:  Councillors agreed to the request and agreed to welcome 

quotes from other potential Insurance Companies. 

 

7. Bank Treasury Account – Mrs G M Smith  

 

Glynis has noted that the interest on the account is very low and offered 

to investigate alternative account options. 

 

Resolved:  Councillors agreed to Glynis’s suggestion. 

 

   

8. Any Other Business: 

Councillor Seaton requested that a copy of Elizabeth Park Website 

tracking report is issued to all Councillors. 

 

Resolved:  The Clerk agreed to this request. 
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Chairman Councillor M D Lowe welcomed all to the February Meeting of 

the Parish Council. 

 

1. To Receive Apologies for Absence: 

 

Councillors:  S D Hill    

 

Resolved: Reasons given for the apologies were accepted by the 

Council. 

 

2.  Disclosures of Interest (in respect of items on this Agenda):  

 

Councillor P S Harley declared an interest in any business concerning CBC 

and Leicestershire County Council. 

 

Councillor Mrs. S Coombe declared an interest in any business concerning  

Thurmaston Events Team. 

 

Councillor B J Seaton declared an interest in any business concerning 

CBC, Thurmaston Boxing Club and Thurmaston Action Group. 

 

Councillor D J Hill declared an interest in any business concerning 

Thurmaston Events Team and EMEC Contractors. 

 

Councillor A J Willmott declared an interest in any business concerning  

Thurmaston Community Centre.   

 

Councillor R Davies declared an interest in any business concerning 

Thurmaston Boxing Club. 

 

Councillor N Bedder declared an interest in any business concerning the 

Police.                    

 

3. Mr Tom Watkinson, Managing Director  – Raynsway Properties:   

Core Strategy Policy for Thurmaston Waterfront sites 

 

Mr. Watkinson introduced himself and explained that following on from 

the Planning officer’s presentation at the last meeting of the Council, 

Raynsway properties are working closely with Charnwood Borough 

Council  throughout the consultation of process for the regeneration of 

Thurmaston waterfront areas.  The process of improvements will take 
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several years and Raynsway are keen to ensure that the views of the 

Parish Council and local residents are considered.    

Councillor Mrs B J Seaton suggested a working party including Councillors 

and interested parties is formed to work together to ensure that the Parish 

Council has an active role throughout the process. 

 

Resolved:  Councillors were in support of Councillor Seaton’s suggestion 

and anyone interested in joining the working party to inform the Clerk. 

 

Councillor Lowe thanked Mr Watkinson for attending the meeting and he 

left at this point. 

 

4. To receive Reports from the Police 

 

Copies of the monthly crime figures were circulated to all councillors and 

copies of the new crime mapping reports. 

CPSO Harkaret explained that the figures in the crime mapping report  are 

not exclusive to Thurmaston. 

Harkaret asked Borough Councillors to contact the Street Wardens as they 

are not responding to his messages. 

 

Councillor Lowe questioned whether the Police were involved in recently 

alleged incident with youths stealing a bicycle, mobile phones and iPods 

from children on the park. 

 

PCSO Harkaret replied that the Police are involved in this incident and in 

the process of formulating a plan of action including increased presence 

on the parks.  Also intend to visit schools to talk to the children.   

 

Councillor Willmott noted that Police in America have facilities to track 

stolen mobile phones and suggested this facility would be an asset to our 

own Police. 

 

5. To Confirm and sign the Minutes of the last Meeting of the Full Parish 

Council Tuesday 11th January 2011, pages 216 - 224  

 

It was proposed and seconded that the minutes and resolutions therein 

be adopted as a true and correct record.    

 

Resolved:  that the minutes and resolutions therein be adopted.   

 

6. To confirm and sign the minutes of the following Committee 

 Meetings:   
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Pages 225 – 229 minutes of the meeting of the Memorial Hall and 

Cemetery committee 10.01.11 

 

It was proposed and seconded that the minutes and resolutions therein 

be adopted as a true and correct record.    

 

Page 227:  Scattering of Ashes on Graves; 

Councillor Brown objected to the committee’s decision to withdraw 

permission for the scattering of ashes on graves.  Councillor Brown is of the 

opinion that it is petty, and families should be allowed to carry out this 

practice if they wish to do so. 

 

Councillor Lowe invited Councillors to vote on whether the decision should 

be should be approved or taken back for re-consideration. 

 

Resolved:  with a majority of Councillors in favour of the decision, the 

decision was approved. 

 

Page 228: Plaque and Standards: 

Councillor Dent reported that he has collected the plaques and 

standards and is in the process of arranging for their installation in the 

chapel. 

 

Resolved:  that the minutes and resolutions therein be adopted.   

 

Pages 230 – 234 Minutes of the Meeting of the Environmental Committee 

25.01.11 

 

It was proposed and seconded that the minutes and resolutions therein 

be adopted as a true and correct record.    

 

Page: The Old Forge 

Councillor Seaton noted that the Methodist Chapel is now owned by 

Parkers and reported that TAG and the Heritage Group have written to 

Parkers emphasising the historical value of the forge to remain n place. 

 

Resolved:  that the minutes and resolutions therein be adopted.   

 

Page 233:  Highways Issues:  Councillor Wooding questioned whether the 

Clerk had received a response to any of the issues raised.  Councillors 

reported that a pot hole has been repaired, no other replies received to 

date. 

 

Pages 235 – 242   Minutes of the Leisure Centre’s Committee 01.02.11 
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It was proposed and seconded that the minutes and resolutions therein 

be adopted as a true and correct record.    

 

Resolved:  that the minutes and resolutions therein be adopted.   

 

7. Public Participation – Maximum of 15 Minutes (Meeting adjourned)   

 

Resident, Sandiacre Drive 

In response to comments about the Forge, reported that she had been 

led to believe that the Forge has been sold privately. 

 

Councillor Seaton, reported on behalf of Mrs Sue Lewis re the proposed 

mural project for the subway and presented detailed design for 

information.  Councillor Seaton explained that a workshop is planned to 

take place during half term, where local children attending will take part 

in a competition drawing a picture of their own house.  The winning 

picture will be included in the mural. 

Councillor Seaton invited Councillors to view the design after the meeting. 

  

8. Questions from Councillors (submitted in accordance with Standing 

Orders Number 24), a member may ask the Chairman of the 

Council or the Clerk any question concerning the business of the 

Council, provided 7 clear days notice of the question has been 

given to the person to whom it is addressed 

 

None 

 

9. Correspondence 

 

Charnwood Borough Council 

Parish Elections 5th May 2011  -  Removal of Wards 

 

I refer to your letter dated 6th January 2011, enquiring whether it is possible 

to remove the current warded arrangements for Thurmaston in time for 

the forthcoming elections which are due to take place on the 5th May. 

 

To remove the Thurmaston Parish Wards, the council would need to carry 

out a Community Governance Review.  To trigger a review Charnwood 

Borough Council would need to receive a valid petition signed by 10% of 

the Thurmaston electorate.  If the petition is valid then the council draws 

up and publishes terms of reference and a timetable for the review.  The 

review should take approximately 6 months to complete from when the 

terms of reference is published. 
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Alternatively, a request for a review can be received from the Parish 

Council, Local Member and then it would be up to the Council to decide 

whether to review.  If the council decided to carry out a review then it 

would draw up and publish the terms of reference and a timetable for the 

review.  Again the timescale of the review would be approximately 6 

months from then when terms of reference is published. 

 

As you can see from the timescale involved a Community Governance 

Review would not be completed in time for the Parish Elections in May 

and therefore candidates wishing to stand at the parish elections would 

need to stand under the current warded arrangements. 

 

78th Leicester (Thurmaston) Scout Group 

Offer to host Christmas Lights 

 

Thurmaston Scouts would like to book the Memorial Hall for their Christmas 

bazaar on Sunday 27th November, 2011.  We would also like to offer to 

host the Lights On if the Parish Council is agreeable.  Obviously if another 

group wishes to host that event that will need to be arranged with them. 

 

H Billings, Group Secretary 

 

Resolved:  Clerk to reply to the Scouts thanking them for their offer to host 

the Christmas Lights Festival and informing them that that the Council will 

contact the Church to enquire whether they also wish be involved, and 

write to scouts again once we are in receipt of a response from the 

Church. 

 

Councillor Hill:  noted that the Council will  need to know about any 

proposed road closures asap in order to make arrangements. 

 

Leicestershire County Council 

Local resilience Forum. 

 

The Leicester, Leicestershire & Rutland Local Resilience Forum will be 

holding an event to show our appreciation for the continuing effort and 

support from our flood wardens across Leicester, Leicestershire and 

Rutland. 

 

I would like to invite a representative of your parish council to attend the 

event which will be taking place on Tuesday 29th March 2011, starting at 

4pm until about 5.30pm and will be held at Leicestershire County Hall in 

Glenfield.  (Please see enclosed map for location).  The event will include 
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speakers from the National Flood Forum, the Environment Agency and 

others. 

 

There will also be a Flood Fair which will be open to all members of the 

public from 3pm to 6pm.  This will feature displays by local flood defence 

businesses and organisations including Severn Trent Water and the  

Environment Agency, amongst others.  Here you will be able to ask 

questions and receive information relevant to you and your area. 

 

The flood warden event will run from 4pm – 5.30pm 

The flood fair will run from 3pm – 6pm 

These have been timed to allow you to be able to attend both. 

 

A buffet and refreshments will also be provided for those attending the 

flood warden meeting.  I would appreciate if you could RSVP to confirm if 

you will be able to attend this event. 

 

Resolved:  Councillor Mrs B J Seaton agreed to attend unless anyone else 

wishes to go.  Anyone interested should contact the Clerk.  

 

Leicestershire Footpath Association: 

Invitation to AGM 

 

At Evangelical Baptist Church, Woodhouse Eaves 

On Saturday 26th February, 2011 at 10.15 am. 

 

Resolved:  Councillor Mrs B J Seaton agreed to attend but would like to be 

accompanied.  Anyone interested should contact the Clerk. 

 

Leicestershire County Council 

Leicestershire’s Green Spaces 

 

The County Council is keen to hear the views of local people about 

Leicestershire’s green spaces. 

http://www.leics.gov.uk/greenspaces 

Perhaps this is the kind of information you would consider adding as a 

news item on your parish websites? 

Many thanks for your anticipated support. 

Jonathan Clarkson 

 

10. To receive Reports from the Clerk and Councillors 

 

Councillor D J Hill: 

Presented a photograph of a lorry parked on Sandiacre Drive in breach of 

http://www.leics.gov.uk/greenspaces
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weight restrictions and requested an AGENDA ITEM for the next meeting 

of the Environmental Committee. 

 

 

 

Councillor C A Wooding: 

Thanked Councillor Harley for his support concerning issues on Silverdale 

Drive including the condition of the road surface and the activities on 

Auster Hamlet industrial estate, particularly the car sales business. 

Councillor Wooding asked Councillor Harley for continued support in both 

instances. 

 

11. To receive Reports from Borough Councillors and the County 

Councillor 

 

Councillor Harley reported as follows: 

 

 Reported that he had attended a photo shoot in the new council 

houses on Charnwood Avenue. 

 

 Reported on proceedings re the car sales business on Auster Hamlet 

Industrial site as follows:  response from Planning Enforcement: 

 

I spoke to Cllr. Harley about this last week, so he should be aware of what 

the situation is. 

 

I informed him that we had had no contact from the site owner following 

my visit.  The contact details that I was given by an attendant of the 

car/sales/storage operation appear to be false, so I have had no reply 

from my efforts to contact him.  As a result, we are looking to issue a 

Planning Contravention Notice (PCN) to the occupants of the site and the 

landowner to confirm the extent of any uses on the site.  The PCN is a 

formal requisition for information that requires truthful responses to our 

questions with potential for pursuing action in the Magistrate’s Court if the 

relevant responses are not supplied. 

 

I have been trying to find some contact details for the site owners over the 

last few days, as the agent for the last application on the site appears to 

have gone out of business and thus is not contactable.  There is also no 

record of any rateable business on the site with Business Rates.  I have 

therefore, today, conducted a Land Registry search on the site and found 

that the company who owns the land is registered in the British Virgin 

Islands, with a registered office address in Jersey. 
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I am currently drafting the PCN and hope to have it issued later this week.  

However, there is a statutory 21 day reply period on the notice, so it may 

be some time yet before we know any more.  Without this information, we 

will not be able to take any enforcement action if required, so we have 

little option but to wait for a response and we do not have any powers 

available to us to cease the uses at this stage. 

 

With the information from the PCN responses, we then hope to be able to 

make a full assessment of what is happening on the site and decide if any 

of it requires planning permission. 

 

If permission is required for any/all of the uses on the site, the opportunity 

will be given to the occupiers/owners to get an application in.  If no 

application is received or one is refused, we may then look to issue an 

enforcement notice (subject to Plans Committee approval) to cease any 

unauthorised uses if expedient to do so. 

 

As I am sure you can understand, these matters can take some 

considerable time to resolve.  However, I can assure you that we are 

working to achieve a satisfactory solution to the matter. 

 

The Chairman thanked all those present for attending, and closed the 

meeting.  

 

 

Confirmed and signed this                          day of                              2010 

 

Chairman 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING WITH ANGELA ASQUITH OF SPIRITA HOMES, 

TUESDAY 15TH FEBRUARY 2011  

 

Present: Angela Asquith – Area Manager - Spirita Homes, Heather Fottles – 

Spirita Homes, Kath Walker – Voluntary Action Charnwood,  Helen Clarke – 

Neighbourhood Development Officer CBC, PC Phil Porter, D Benning, 2 

Residents 

 

Councillors: M D Lowe – Chairman, D Maguire, C Davies, Mrs A Smith, D 

Gartside, D J Hill, P Newman, Mrs B J Seaton 

 

1. To receive apologies for absence 

There were no apologies 

 

2. Disclosures of Interest – To receive disclosures of interest from 

Members and Officers and the nature of those interests as specified 

in respect of items on this agenda 

There were no disclosures of interest  

    

3. Anti-Social Behaviour, Including: 

Anti-social behaviour from children, young people and adults,  

including abusive language, name calling, load music during the 

night, children cycling in the flat’s corridors, intimidation,  

destruction of shrubbery and vandalism. Alleged drug dealing and 

drug use.  

PC Porter reported that the Police have received very few 

complaints recently.  They have made arrests in relation to drug 

incidents and stated that information received from resident had 

been useful.  Mr Benning reiterates the problems that residents were 

facing.  Angela Asquith stated that there were 11 cases of ASB and 

private cases that were being investigated.  She felt that not all the 

complaints were being filtered through to the correct department 

and now had a more experienced member of staff, Heather Fottles 

to deal with these.  Cllr Gartside asked if there was no satisfaction 

from Spirita was there another body to which you could complain.  

Angela Asquith replied that they could contact the Housing 

Ombudsman.  Newsletters are to be produced soon and 

information on who to contact has been made available for 

residents.  Kath Walker stated that meetings had been held over 

the last few months and issues had been raised with Spirita, but 

there had not been resolved.   Angela Asquith stated that this had 

been due to inexperience staff and now had an experienced 

member of staff in post.  Helen Clarke reported that a meeting had 
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been held last Friday and an action plan had been devised.  This 

will be fed back to residents.  Cllr M Lowe felt that this should have 

an impact for residents.   Angel Asquith, when asked who was 

ultimately responsible for the issues, stated that Spirita were.  

Agreements have been produced and all residents will need to 

sign.   

It was suggested that the play area could be re-located to another 

area under the responsibility of the Parish Council and the area 

could then be used for additional parking.   

A Community Day/open day is to be held at Easter.   

 

4. Litter and Dog faeces: 

The Estate is strewn with litter and dog faeces.  We are led to 

understand that there is a ‘No pets’ policy?  But have received 

complaints about dogs in the flats. 

Angela Asquith stated that she had visited the site and found no 

dog faeces.  She will have to check contacts as some of these do 

state that pets are not allowed.   

 

     5. Parking 

There is insufficient parking provision within the estate and 

consequently cars and commercial vehicles are parking along 

Sandiacre Drive and Hillcroft Close.   

Angela Asquith stated that commercial vehicles are not allowed to 

park within the site.   

Cllr Mrs Seaton stated that the issues outside of the site were the 

responsibility of Highways and she would like to obtain a petition to 

forward to the Highways forum.  Helen Clarke stated that there is an 

area by the entrance that does not belong to anyone.  Angela 

Asquith stated that they had employed a private company to 

manage the parking.    

 

 

     6. Lettings Policy Request  

Angela Asquith stated that there were different letting policies for 

private lettings, social housing, outright ownership and part 

ownership.  These are governed by Government and Company 

Policy.  If residents break their agreements it is a long process to 

evict.  Cllr Gartside felt that the lettings policy could be altered via 

parliament.   

 

Confirmed and signed this                          day of                              2010 

 

Chairman 
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MINUTES OF THE EXTRA-ORDINARY MEETING OF THE MEMORIAL HALL AND 

CEMETERY   COMMITTEE HELD ON MONDAY 21ST  FEBRUARY AT 1pm IN THE 

MEMORIAL HALL LIBRARY 

 

Present: Councillors:  K Dent  (Chairman) 

     M D Lowe  Mrs A Smith   

C Davies  D de-Carteret-Pochin 

 

Also Present: The Clerk & The Deputy Clerk 

   Mrs L Foster – Thurmaston Village Pre-School 

   PC Porter, CPSO Harkerat 

   Mr D Hardy (Groundsman) 

    

1. TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT APOLOGIES: 

Cllrs: Mrs S Coombe and N Bedder 

 

2. TO RECEIVE DECLARATION OF INTEREST PERSONNEL AND 

PREJUDICIAL:   

Cllr K Dent -  expressed an interest in Thurmaston Heritage Group.  

 

3. STORATE REQUESTES AND RE-LOCATION OF GROUPS 

 

Police Office:  Councillor Dent reported that he has met with Inspector 

Southall and Roger Buckley, Police Estates Surveyor to assess the premises.  

Both Police Officers were satisfied with the facilities and would like to take 

up occupancy from end of March. 

 

The following items need to be removed from the office: 

Speakers and stands – (PC and TAG) -  

Display Boards – (TAG) -    

Large Cabinet and small cabinet – 

 

Additionally the Police would require a cold water tap in the Disabled 

Toilet  and more secure locking system for the office door. 

 

It was proposed and seconded that the Clerk arranges for a tap to be 

installed as suggested. 

Resolved:  the motion was carried. 

 

Central heating controls will need to be relocated to enable access to 

the controls when the office is closed.  Karl Morton for relocating the 

heating controls either in the electric cupboard, or in the foyer with a 

guard. 
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HERITAGE GROUP – ALTERNATIVE ACCOMODATION – LIBRARY? 

 

Following the last meeting, the Clerk wrote to the Heritage Group offering 

them free use of the Library as an alternative to the Office and explaining 

that the Library is not available on Monday afternoons. 

 

Lara requested that she is informed when the Heritage Group would be 

using the facilities for security purposes. 

 

 STORAGE PROVISION – CADETS AND HERITAGE GROUP 

 

The Clerk reminded Councillors that it was agreed that two cabinets 1 x 

tall cabinet and 1 x half size cabinet, and a notice board and kitchen 

storage for tuck shop could be accommodated for the cadets.  

 

The Heritage Group also have items which they need to relocate for 

storage, 1 large cabinet, two small cabinets and microfiche machine. 

 

The Clerk has arranged for keys for the library for the Heritage group and 

the Cadets. 

 

Councillors inspected the premises and various options for creation of 

storage space were discussed.  After consideration of all options, it was 

proposed and seconded that a quotation is obtained for partitioning of 

the old stage area to create a large cupboard for storage of the cabinets 

for the Heritage Group, Cadets, Dancing school bars (currently stored on 

top of the porch) Speakers and stands – (PC and TAG) -  

Display Boards – (TAG) and all chairs and tables.  The new store room to  

include double doors and the playgroup notice boards to be transferred 

to the partition wall. 

 

Resolved: the motion was carried. 

 

4. NEW BUSINESS/ANY OTHER BUSINESS: 

 

Budget: 2010/2011 

The Clerk reported that the new Groundsman has requested provision of 

new mowers for the Cemetery as he will be taking over maintenance 

from the former contractor. 

 

David as requested provision of 1 x Petrol Box Mower (21” blades) est: 

£695 and 1 x petrol hover mower (price TBA). 

Additionally, David has cut back several trees and bushes in the cemetery 

and will continue to maintain them.  However, we have no provision of 
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disposing of the branches etc and David has requested provision of a 

petrol shredder.  Chippings will be distributed where needed on flower 

beds etc.  The cost of a petrol shredder is approx. £900.00. 

 

It was proposed and seconded that £2000 is transferred from repairs and 

maintenance budget to the machinery budget to fund the machinery 

required. 

Resolved: the motion was carried. 

 

Storage security: 

David suggested that the new machinery could be stored in the chapel 

store but expressed concern about the store cupboard door as it is old 

and insecure. 

 

It was proposed and seconded that a quote is obtained for a new secure 

door, design to be sympathetic to chapel. Funded from the Chapel 

budget. 

Resolved: the motion was carried. 

  

Cemetery Extension Meeting 

The Clerk reported that there will be a meeting on Thursday 3rd march at 

11am in the Parish Office with Bellinger Design re:  Draft Plans for 

Cemetery Extension. 

Resolved:  memo to be issued to all Councillors. 

 

Grave X27: 

The Clerk reported that she had received a booking for an internment of 

ashes in the above plot and asked Councillors for clarification about the 

situation with the cost of the plot as it was reserved in 2003.   

 

Resolved:  Councillors agreed that the Council should not request make 

up of the difference of the cost between the two dates as this is not noted 

on the Deed.  It was agreed that a new Deed book is purchased for 

Reserved Graves including Terms and Conditions of the Reservation 

Agreement accordingly.  

 

11. DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Tuesday 15th March 

 

 

Confirmed and signed this                          day of                              2011 

 

Chairman 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE, TUESDAY  

22nd February AT 7.00PM IN THE PARISH OFFICE AT ELIZABETH PARK CENTRE 

 

Present:  Councillors:  Mrs B J Seaton (Chairman) 

      M D Lowe  P S Harley 

D Gartside  D Maguire 

      Mrs A Smith  P Newman  

      D J Hill  J Smith 

   

Also Present: The Clerk, the Deputy Clerk 

   1 Member of the Public 

 

1. To Receive and accept apologies for absence 

There were no apologies 

 

2. Declarations of Interest 

 There were no declarations of interest  

 

3. Leicestershire County Council  - Protecting Green Spaces 

 (Briefing Note enclosed) 

 

Letter from LCC as follows: 

 

You will be aware that the Coalition Government is introducing new 

planning system which relies much more on local communities influencing 

how much development there should be and where it should be. The 

Government also intends to create a new planning designation for green 

spaces that are most valued by local people. 

 

The County Councils cabinet as decided it wants to work with local 

communities and its partner agencies to identify where these important 

green spaces are and to record them in supplementary guidance.  As a 

first step we would very much value your local council’s views on 

important open spaces (including green wedges) in your Parish area. We 

will then be using Community Forums and other engagement in the New 

Year to involve local people more generally. 

 

Briefing Note issued to all Councillors before the meeting and comments 

are invited to be submitted by the end of March. 

 

Councillors Mrs Seaton and P Harley reported that they had attended the 

Area Forums and discussed the protection of green spaces.  They felt that 

comments should be made by the Parish Council.   

Resolved:    Cllr Harley offered to compose comments for submission, for 
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approval at the next Council meeting.   

 

4. Breach of Weight Restrictions – Sandiacre Drive – Cllr D J Hill 

 Item referred from Full Parish Council Meeting. 

 

Cllr Hill produced a photograph of the offending vehicle.   

 

Resolved:   It was agreed to forward the photograph to the Parish Office 

and the Clerk will forward to the Police, with a copy to Cllr Harley.   

 

5. Parking in Melton Road – Cllr D Maguire 

 

Councillor Maguire reported that he has received complaints from two 

shop owners on Melton Road, claiming that lack of parking in the area is 

preventing and discouraging customers from visiting their shop and 

having a detrimental effect on their businesses.  The Shop Owners claim 

that vehicle are being parked along Melton Road, then left all day whilst 

owners go off to work in Leicester via bus. 

 

Councillor Maguire suggested metered parking. 

There was a lengthy discussion regarding this problem and Cllrs stated 

that this had been ongoing for some years.   

It was agreed that Cllr D Maguire would state to the shop owners that the 

car park to the rear of the Memorial Hall can be used for public parking, 

or for shop owners to park.   

 

6. Un-authorised Extension – private dwelling – Brakenfield Way 

 

Councillor Maguire reported that there was an alleged illegal extension at 

the above property.  This was highlighted following a fire at the property.   

Resolved:  letter to be forwarded to Helen Robinson, Charnwood Borough 

Council. 

 

7. Parking Problems – Churchill Road -  Cllr M D Lowe 

Cllr Lowe reported that he had attended a meeting with the Head at the 

school.  A voluntary one way system had previously been implemented 

and this had worked very well.  They would like to try this scheme again 

and would like the support of the Parish Council.   The Police and 

Charnwood Street Wardens were fully supportive of the scheme, although 

some of the residents were not supportive and signs were taken down.  

There was a suggestion that parents could park at the Cemetery or 

Elizabeth Park and walk their children to school along the public footpath. 

 

Resolved:    Letter of support to be forwarded to the School.   
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8. Hedge Row – Barkby Thorpe Lane  -  Councillor Maguire. 

 Cllr Maguire reported that the above hedgerow had not been cut for 

approximately 6 years.  

Resolved:  Clerk to write to county Council to report this matter.   

 

9.       Planning Applications: 

 

P/11/0034/2 

Raynsway Marina, Pinfold Rd, Thurmaston 

Change of use from agricultural land to chandlery/brokerage for sale of 

boats, café, and office accommodation for marina manager. 

No comment 

 

P/11/0204/2 

3 Eastfield Rd, Thurmaston 

Single storey extension to front and rear of bungalow, replace and raise 

roof. 

No comment. 

 

P/11/0248/2 

633 Melton Road, Thurmaston 

Erection of first floor installation of 4 solar panels, 2 x roof lights and 

insertion of 2 x windows. 

No comment. 

 

10.    Business  Arising From The Minutes 

 

Page:  Salt Bins 

  

At the last meeting Councillor Mrs B J Seaton reported that she has 

received two reports from residents of Old Hall Close that the salt bin is 

missing.  The Clerk wrote to LCC for clarification and received reply as 

follows: 

 

I have been asked to investigate the missing salt bin at the above 

location and have found that Old Hall Close is not public highway and 

the bin is not one that we service - sorry. 

  

For your information I have ordered the installation of the new bins for 

Humberstone Lane Service Rd & Rutland Dr/Lonsdale Rd junction. Once 

these two have been installed I will send the Parish Council an invoice for 

£400.00 as agreed. 
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I have also instructed that a new bin be installed at the footbridge over 

Newark Rd nr the junction of Humberstone Lane. This bin will be filled with 

grit rather than salt as it is intended to be used for the footbridge. We will 

stand the cost of this. We did intend to replace the salt in the bins at the 

other two footbridges but we will leave this until this winter is behind us. 

  

We have also received a report that the bin at Earls Way nr jnc Churchill 

Rd has been damaged. Unfortunately this can only be replaced if the 

Parish Council is willing to pay for a new one - sorry. 

Cllr Lowe felt that the Parish Council should not have to replace the bin as 

this belongs to Charnwood.   

Resolved:  Letter of complaint to be forwarded to Charnwood 

 

It was reported that the housing complex on Old Hall Close has a sign 

erected for ‘residents parking only’ and some of the residents have 

complained that others are parking in this area.   

 

Resolved:   Letter to be forwarded to Charnwood Neighbourhood Housing 

for clarification, also inquire if the salt bin was provided by them.  

 

Page:   Allotments 

Following the meeting with Mr. P. Applewhite,  Leicester City Council re 

potential site for allotments opposite Troon Way, former football pitch site.    

Councillors were in support of the proposed project and the Clerk has 

written to Mr. Applewhite confirming the Council’s interest accordingly. 

 

The Clerk explained that there is no further information to date. 

Resolved:   Clerk to chase reply 

 

 

Page : Footpath defects – Redhill Lane route to school; 

 Subject to weather, the resurfacing will be completed within this financial 

year i.e. before the end of March. 

  

 Page  (Full Parish Council Meeting):  Checkland Road Estate: Issues: 

Meeting took place on 15th February with members of the Parish Council, 

representatives from Spirita Homes, Charnwood Borough Council , 

Voluntary Action Charnwood and the Police. Minutes attached. 

 

11. Highway Maintenance Issues 

 

Issues from last meeting: 

 

Please see following copy of email reporting issues raised at last meeting 
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and copy of acknowledgement and logging refs: 

  
I acknowledge receipt of your email, the details have been passed through to the 

relevant Highway Inspector/Engineers and logged as Enquiry Numbers below.   
Please direct any follow-up enquiries regarding these to northerndivision@leics.gov.uk 

quoting the enquiry number.   
  
Regards 
Northern Division  
 

-----Original Message----- 

From: RFO [mailto:rfo@thurmastonpc.gov.uk]  

Sent: 04 February 2011 13:44 

To: Northern Division 

Cc: Mr. P. S. Harley 

Subject: Highway Issues  

Dear Mr Sheldrake, 

 

Please could you arrange for the following issues to be inspected and any 

necessary action taken: 

 

1.       There is graffiti on the footbridge on Humberstone Lane  - ENQ NO 

350292   This has now been cleaned 

2.       Old Hall Close – The salt bin is missing  - ENQ NO 350462  

3.       Cleaning of the subway – previously agreed by LCC – Could you 

confirm when this work will commence  ENQ NO 350470 
This has been sandblasted  

4.       Manhole cover missing on the cycle path near to Humberstone 

Lane footbridge  ENQ NO 350287  

5.       Litter Bin, the bottom is missing – outside of Thurmaston Memorial 

Hall, 722 Melton Road, Thurmaston - Please refer to Charnwood Borough 

Council.    
  
Reply received from CBC as follows: 

Your enquiry has been passed to Environmental Services for new 
installation of dog bin on Barkby Thorpe Lane Thurmaston, and repair 
to Litter bin on Melton Road Thurmaston. 

 

6.       The road surface on Silverdale Drive is in a poor condition  ENQ NO 

350464 
Reply to Cllr Gartside 

The defects on Silverdale Drive are quite shallow – less that 12mm, forming from the 
delamination  in sections of the surface sealing course over a concrete road.  Whilst this may 
cause an uncomfortable ride it is well below our intervention level of 40mm deep. 
All this is not to say we don’t still need to repair the surface but that we will do so in this case but 
means of a pre-planned intervention rather that a response to each individual defect.  This will 
take several weeks or perhaps longer to bring forward, so perhaps I can contact you again when 
we have a firmer programme.  Please do email me direct if you haven’t heard for a while and 

mailto:northerndivision@leics.gov.uk
mailto:[mailto:rfo@thurmastonpc.gov.uk]
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would like an update. 
Andy Warrington, Highways Manager, Leicestershire County Council  

 

7.       The road surface on Humberstone Lane, close to the Tesco Store is 

in a poor condition  ENQ NO 350468  

8.       Pot hole – on the A607 Northbound carriageway near to the traffic 

island  ENQ NO 350289  

 

Cllr Mrs. Smith reported that the lighting on the bypass has been switch 

off as part of an experimental scheme.  She found the walk to the 

Centre very frightening and felt that this is a danger to pedestrians and 

cyclists.  The Clerk stated that further concerns had been raised by 

residents.   

Resolved:  Report the complaints to Highways 

 

Hedges at the rear of 51 – 67 Church Street:  at the last meeting Councillor 

Mrs A Smith reported that two residents have rang the County Council to 

ask if they can be trimmed but there seems to be some dispute again 

who’s responsible. The residents concerned are all elderly and there is no 

access to the bypass for anyone to cut these safely. 

 

As agreed, the Clerk to wrote to LCC requesting confirmation of 

responsibility and there is no reply to date. 

Resolved:   Clerk to chase reply 

 

 

Further Highways issues raised: 

 Melton Road – junction with Brook Street, channel in the road 

requires attention 

  Melton Road – junction with Unicorn Street, pot hole requires repair 

 Speed sign at the junction of Church Hill Road and Beacon Avenue 

is facing the wrong way following an accident 

 Bus Shelter – outside of Manor Medical Centre on A607 is in a filthy 

state and requires cleaning and graffiti removing 

 At the junction of West Down Drive to South Down Drive the white 

lining has eroded and is no longer visible – cars are pulling straight 

out of this junction 

 

12.    Correspondence 

 

Charnwood Borough Council – Naming of Thoroughfare 

Demolition of existing bungalow ad erection of 5 bungalows, site at 61 

Highway Road: 

Suggesting for one Road Name required. 
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Resolved:  To forward suggestion of ‘Marjorie Close’ after Marjorie 

Campbell who was the landowner. 

 

Charnwood Borough Council – Dog Fouling 

In September 2010, Charnwood Borough Council worked in partnership 

with the rest of the County to tackle the issue of Dog Fouling. 

Leicestershire Partnership (all Leicestershire district Councils and Leicester 

City Council) were one of 11 successful campaign partners to be chosen 

by the National Organisation Keep Britain Tidy to receive paid for 

advertising to tackle this issue. The results of the month long campaign 

revealed significant decreases in the amount of dog fouling at two sites 

within the borough. We are now keen to keep this momentum going and 

are fully aware that the problem still persists across the borough. Please 

find attached a pro-forma which we would kindly request that you 

complete which will enable you to highlight areas within your Parish/Town 

where dog fouling is an issue.   This document is being sent to all Parish 

and Town Councils across the borough in order to find out specific areas 

that are particularly blighted by dog fouling.  The information you supply 

will help us to carryout targeted patrols by our Dog Warden and Street 

Wardens. We would really appreciate any feedback you have on this 

matter and look forward to hearing your comments 

 

Resolved:   Forms to be forwarded to all Councillors for completion.  The 

information will be collated by the Clerk and forwarded to Charnwood 

 

Charnwood Borough Council – Street Parties for forthcoming Royal 

Wedding 

You may be planning to hold a street party in your area in celebration of 

the forthcoming Royal Wedding or other events, and to assist you 

Charnwood Borough Council has put together a web site with all the 

information you need to help you organise such an event.  Details can be 

found at: 

http://www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/royal_wedding_street_parties_frida

y_29th_april 

You should find all the information you need, and the process for 

organising a road closure (should you need one) has been simplified so 

that basically all we require is: 

 Completed application form (at least 8 weeks prior to the event 

please) 

 Map of roads affected 

 Proposed street plan layout 

 Public liability insurance not essential (although recommended) 

 No charge for road closure by Charnwood BC 

http://www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/royal_wedding_street_parties_friday_29th_april
http://www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/royal_wedding_street_parties_friday_29th_april
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If you have any further queries, or would like to discuss your individual 

event, please do not hesitate to contact me, when I would be happy to 

assist.  Should you receive any enquiries from residents with regard to 

street parties, please could you pass this information on to them? 

 

Cllr Mrs Seaton suggested that Elizabeth Park could be open for residents 

to watch the wedding. 

Resolved:    To be further discussed at the next Leisure Centre Meeting  

 

RCC – Weekly Bulletins 

 

 

13. New Business 

 

Working Party: Development in Thurmaston 

Arrangements been or being made re panel/working party on forward 

plans for Thurmaston 

 

Cllr Mrs Seaton reported that she had written to Leicester Promotions and 

received a positive reply.  The following Cllrs agreed to be members of the 

working party: Cllrs Mrs Seaton, M Lowe, Mrs Smith, D Hill, D Maguire and S 

Brown and D de Carteret Pochin (via the Clerk) 

 

Resolved:  it was agreed to invite Cllr Brown, de Carteret Pochin, Simon 

Gibbons - Leicester Promotion and Richard Bennet – Charnwood to the 

next meeting of the Committee. 

 

14.    Any Other Business 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

  

 

15. DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Tuesday 22nd March 2011  

 

confirmed and signed this                          day of                                    2011 

 

Chairman 
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MINUTES OF  THE MEETING OF THE LEISURE CENTRES/PARKS COMMITTEE ON 

TUESDAY 1ST MARCH AT 7PM AT ELIZABETH PARK SPORTS CENTRE 

 

Present:  Councillors:  D J Hill (Chairman) 

      M D Lowe  P S Harley 

      C A Wooding D J Gartside  

      S R Brown  P Newman  

      Mrs B J Seaton C Davies 

      S D Hill 

 

Also Present:   The Clerk, The Deputy Clerk 

   Mr T Watkinson – Raynsway Properties    

Mr R Potts – Centre Manager 

1 member of the public 

     

 

1. To receive and accept Apologies for Absence 

 

2. Disclosures of Interest – To receive disclosures and the nature of 

those interests as specified in respect of items on this agenda. 

 

Councillor M D Lowe declared an interest in Thurmaston Magpies 

Councillor B J Seaton declared an interest in Thurmaston Boxing Club 

 

3. Mr. T. Watkinson – Raynsway Properties – Sponsorship of ASDA Sports 

Ground & Naming 

 

ASDA Sports Site – Name and Sponsorship: 

Mr. T. Watkins (Managing Director) Raynsway Properties was in 

attendance to discuss way forward. 

 

Councillors suggested that the Park could be named Charlie Rayns Park 

or Rayns Park in memoriam of the late Mr Charlie Rayns in return for 

sponsorship of the site. 

 

Mr Watkinson requested details of the costs involved in running the site 

and councillors suggested that Mr Watkinson meets with the Clerk and 

then returns to the Council with proposals. 

 

Mr Watkinson left the meeting. 

 

4. Mr. R. Potts – Centre Manager – Centre Issues: 
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Stop Sign/Road Markings – Centre car park 

Mr R Potts suggested that lines and a stop sign are installed at the main 

entrance gates form the park to Checkland Road as cyclists and children 

regularly cross from Redhill Lane to the footbridge bridge without paying 

due care and attention to traffic leaving the car park. 

  

Resolved:  Councillors agreed with the Centre Manager, Clerk to arrange 

for line markings including a stop sign to be installed. 

 

Promotion of 3G Pitch (offer for school holidays) 

Centre Staff have suggested that the 3G pitch facility is offered at £10 per 

pitch Monday – Friday daytime for children for the duration of the Summer 

Holidays. 

 

Councillors agreed in principle, but emphasised that groups of children 

under the age of 16 will require adult supervision. 

 

Resolved:  Rob to return to the committee with proposals for supervision of 

sessions. 

 

Carpet – Meeting Room: 

Robert expressed concern about the state of the carpet which is stained 

and looks untidy.  Robert explained that the carpet is proving difficult to 

clean and needs to be shampooed weekly following Saturday night 

functions.  The carpet often requires further cleaning on Sunday mornings 

and is often wet for Sunday function. 

 

The Clerk explained that there is £2500 allocated within the new projects 

budget for re-upholstering of the bar furniture, and the quotation received 

is for £1700.00.  The Clerk has obtained an estimate for high quality lino 

floor covering in wood effect and this is approx £950.00. 

 

Resolved:  Councillors supported the Centre Managers concerns and it 

was agreed that quotations would be obtained for a more suitable floor 

covering.  Additionally, Clerk to instruct Ground staff to re-decorate the 

room. 

 

Centre Diary: 

Centre Manager Robert Potts requested permission to continue with 

provision of the Centre Diary for bookings.  Robert explained that not all 

staff are fully conversant and confident with the computerised booking 

system and explained that he would like to keep the diary as a back-up 

on a permanent basis. 
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Resolved:  Councillors agreed to this request. 

  

5. Lead Theft – Elizabeth Park – CCTV System – Cllr Hill 

 

The Clerk reported three criminal incidents where lead was stolen from the 

roof of Elizabeth Park Sports centre as follows: 

 

20.1.11 Lead stolen from the roof at the back of the centre 

09.02.11 Lead stolen from the roof at the back of the centre 

14.02.11 Lead stolen from the front of the centre 

 

Costs of repairs to date: £1225.00 

 

The Clerk suggested that committee recommends that a proportion of 

the funding earmarked in reserved fund for street CCTV scheme is re-

allocated to fund improved CCTV equipment at Elizabeth Park Centre.  

There is 10K reserved. 

 

Resolved:  it was agreed that Councillors Hill, Lowe and centre Manager 

to meet with Secure One to discuss options for CCTV. 

 

6. Financial Review – Current Projects Budget – 

 The Clerk & Deputy Clerk 

 

The Clerk reported that all projects included for the current financial year 

are now complete and there is currently £755.00 left in the projects 

budget. 

 

7. Review of Hire Charges: 

 

 Sports Centre: inc Hourly Rates, Full Drapes 

 Garden Street Pitch Hire 

 Bowls Club – Contracts 

 Football Clubs – Contracts 

 3G Pitch Hire 

 

Councillors discussed the above and it was proposed and seconded that 

there would be no increases next financial year. 

 

Resolved: the motion was carried. 

 

ASDA and Magpies Contracts; 

 

Boxing Club:  Councillor Gartside presented an alternative draft contract 
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including additional clauses. 

It was proposed and seconded that the Council approves the contract 

with the omission of no. 16 as this was not relevant. .  The proposed charge 

will be based on £20 per session.  

 

Resolved:  the motion was carried. 

 

Magpies:  The Clerk presented a draft contract for consideration. 

Councillors suggested that relevant clauses from Boxing Club could be 

applied to Magpies contract too. Additionally to include the following 

condition: 

No entry fees to be charged to asda sports ground without prior written 

consent from the Parish Council.  The proposed charge will be £1000.00 

per annum for pitch/pavillion hire contract. 

 

Resolved:  new contract to be prepared as above. 

 

8. Tree Survey – The Clerk 

 

The Clerk presented the tree survey for Garden Street Recreation Ground 

and explained that no urgent work identified and she has invited quotes 

for the priority one work remedial H&S work to be completed in this 

financial year. 

 

9. Business Arising Out of the Minutes 

 

Page: ASDA – Mr Gareth Wortley 

Mr. Wortley had originally agreed to attend the meeting to 

Present cheques and submit their proposals for future parking provision.  

However, the Clerk reported that Gareth Wortley had visited the office 

and presented the cheques for £2500 in return for car parking provision 

throughout the duration of the store extension project.  Mr Wortley 

explained that car parking provision in the main car park is adequate to 

serve the store at present and thanked the Council for their support 

throughout the extension work and over the Christmas shopping period. 

 

Following the last meeting, the Clerk wrote to ASDA informing them of the 

Council’s intentions to extend the yellow hatching road markings to the 

entrance/boundary of the turning circular, and inviting them to submit 

any comments including representations of support or objections to the 

proposals within one month of the date of the letter. 

In response to the letter Mr Gareth Wortley explained that ASDA 

welcomed any road markings or signage which would assist to 

discourage parking.  Additionally, Mr Wortley has arranged for Town and 
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Country Parking contractors to include monitoring of area on their 

schedule.  Town and County Parking are responsible for the Policing of the 

main car park and are able to issue penalty tickets to vehicles parked in 

breach of restrictions. 

 

Councillors requested that the Clerk writes to Asda thanking them for the 

cheque and for the provision of Town and Country Parking services and  

requesting that Town and Country Parking Penalty signs are erected. 

 

Page:  RAYNSWAY Sign – ASDA – Magpies FC – Cllr D J Hill 

At the last meeting Councillors expressed concern about the two signs 

recently erected at the ASDA site.  Councillors are of the opinion that the 

signs are too big and make no reference to sponsorship of Thurmaston 

Magpies as agreed.  Councillor M D Lowe reported that Club have 

requested smaller signs including sponsorship details. 

 

Page:  Thurmaston Bowls Club – Proposal for new Club Room 

Council supported proposal for a Rose wood cabin subject to conditions.  

No further information. 

 

Page:  ASDA PARK – Proposed Extension – Councillor B J Seaton 

At the last meeting it was agreed that the Council supports Councillor 

Seaton’s suggestion to investigate potential extension for ASDA Pavilion. 

 Councillor Seaton presented draft plans and requested that the Parish 

Council applies for planning permission as it is their ground. 

  

 Resolved:  Councillors agreed to the request. 

 

 Page:   Bombay Cricket Club: 

At the last meeting it was agreed that Mr. Patel to be invited to a future 

meeting  of the Committee and the following reply has been received. 

 

Sorry for the delay I have been having some problems with my internet 

connection but it’s all sorted now. 

I would be more than happy to attend the meeting on Tuesday 29th 

March at 

7pm. Will the meeting be with the parish council? 

Also I was wondering if it would be possible for me to come over and 

have a look at where the potential pitch could go. 

  

Councillor Lowe agreed to meet with Mr. Patel. 

 

10. Park Issues (Garden Street Recreation Ground,  

Elizabeth Park, Silverdale Park)  
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Councillor M D Lowe: 

Reported that the area at the front of ASDA pavilion is becoming very 

muddy and it was agreed that the Groundman slabs the area 

concerned. 

 

Garden Recreation Ground:  Vehicle parked obstructing access gates: 

Resolved:  Notice to be placed on the car and No Parking signs to be 

erected on the gates. 

 

11. Diamond Jubilee 

 

Councillor Hill explained that a fledgling committee, including some of the 

ex-members of the Events Team intend to organise a series of events to 

celebrate the forthcoming Diamond Jubilee.  Activities and Events 

proposed include a Black Tie Dinner in the Sports Hall with full drapes, A 

Carnival and Children’s Disco.  Councillor Hill invited Councillors and 

volunteers to join the committee. 

 

12. Correspondence 

 

UHURU Trust 

Clothes Bank 

Request for siting a further clothes bank on Elizabeth Park. 

Resolved:  Councillors refused this request. 

 

Charnwood Borough Council 

Bottle Bank – contract for signing. 

The Clerk pointed out that the Parish Council does not benefit from any 

potential revenue raised.  Benefits go the Borough Council. The Deputy 

Clerk explained that she understands that Birstall Parish Council raise 

funding towards their Christmas Lights from provision of recycling banks.   

 

Resolved:  Councillor Seaton took the contracts away for investigation via 

the Borough Council and Councillors asked to Clerk to enquire about 

Birstall Parish Council’s arrangements for recycling. 

 

Dave Palmer Wreake Runners  

Letter  

Thanks for your help but I think we get the picture, they just don't want us 

to use it. This key safe was mentioned in the first instance and was 

deemed to be fine. These key safes are used in abundance on houses for 

the elderly etc. with no problems. We have one in Wreake College and 

there are hundreds of pupils there and we do not have a security issue. 
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I guess the real issue is that we would not be paying enough compared 

with other hirers that could use it. 

 It is a shame the carrot was dangled in the first place, and over 100 adults 

were looking forward to a move to premises which seemed to be ideal for 

our needs. 

 

Resolved:  Clerk to reply thanking Mr Palmer for his comments which have 

been noted 

 

John Skevington Wreake Runners 

Letter s follows: 

As I now understand that football has now taken full use of the ASDA park 

facility could I pose the following question? 

  

"Bearing in mind that 2012 is an Olympic year and with Athletics as the 

forefront of the games - what provision is the council making to provide 

opportunities to take part in sports apart from football and other ball 

games, and in particular what facilities are to be provided to encourage 

girls in particular to take up outdoor competitive sport." 

  

Could I also suggest, without casting aspersions upon anyone, that to 

protect the council’s integrity a "declaration of interest" should be 

included in your agenda as it is on most other committee meetings that I 

attend. This would then make it clear to the outsider where and 

if pressures were being put to bear upon any committee member as well 

as what interest a member has in any particular agenda item. 

  

I look forward to hearing from you in due course. 

 
The Clerk suggested clarification of council procedures to be included in any response as 
follows: 
 
I must point out that Declaration of Interest is on every Council Agenda, and  for clarification, 
in accordance with the Local Authorities Model Code of Conduct  Order 2007, Section 12.2:  
Where a member has a prejudicial interest in any business of the Council, they may attend a 
meeting for the purpose of making representations, answering questions or giving evidence 
relating to the business, provided that the public are also allowed to attend the meeting of the 
same purpose whether under a statutory right or otherwise. 
 

Resolved:  Clerk to reply thanking Mr Skevington for his comments which 

have been noted, including clarification of council procedures. 
 

PC Porter: 

I was down on Checkland Road the other day with the StreetVibe Bus, 
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which is a bus that has DJ decks on and chill out areas etc… 

We were discussing the boxing club in Thurmaston which then lead us on 

to ASDA Park.  The male who owns the street vibe bus was telling me that 

he has three of these buses that he has to park in different places and 

would like a secure area.  He said he was potentially going to ask the 

Parish Council if he could park the buses up at Asda Park. 

I was thinking that if the council were to consider his request maybe he 

would be able to supply some free Street Vibe Bus time for the kids in 

Thurmaston in return for parking his vans there.  It could be worth 

considering if he does approach the council. 

Resolved:  Item to be left in abeyance pending formal request. 
 

13. Any Other Business 

 

14. Date of Next Meeting: 29th March 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

Confirmed and signed this                          day of                                    2011 

 

 

Chairman 

 

 

 

 

 

 


