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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE THURMASTON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 

TUESDAY 9th DECEMBER 2008 at 7.45 p.m. IN THE MEMORIAL HALL 

PRESENT:   

Councillors:   M D Lowe (Chairman) 

    N Bedder  C A Wooding 

S R Brown  S Coomb   

C. Davies  R Davies   

K W Dent  D J Gartside   

P S Harley  D J Hill 

S D Hill  D Maguire 

P Newman  Mrs. A Smith   

J Smith  A J Willmott    

   

ALSO PRESENT: The Clerk, The Deputy Clerk  

   PC Porter CPSO  

  members of the public 

 

APOLOGIES:  Councillors:  B J Seaton      

*********************************************************************************** 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE HELD IN THE LIBRARY 

ON TUESDAY 9th DECEMBER MBER 2008 AT 7.15 PM 

 

PRESENT:  Councillors; M D Lowe (Chairman)  

K Dent  N Bedder 

D J Hill 

  

 ALSO PRESENT:   The Clerk and the Deputy Clerk 

      

ACCOUNTS:  Expenditure:  The Clerk presented cheque no.s 108631 - 

108660  for invoices and for petty cash and direct debits totaling 

£41,245.77  for December. 

 

Income:  the Deputy Clerk presented income details for November. 

 

It was proposed and seconded that the Council accepts the accounts 

Resolved:  the motion was carried. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

 

The Royal British Legion 

Letter requesting donation of at least £16.50 to cover the cost of the 

Council’s wreath for Remembrance Day. 

Resolved:  It was agreed that the Council would make a donation of 

£25.00. 
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MAIN MEETING 

 

Chairman Councillor M D Lowe welcomed all to the December Meeting 

of the Parish Council. 

 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 

Councillors B J Seaton 

 

Resolved: Reasons given for the apologies were accepted by the 

Council. 

 

2.  DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST (in respect of items on this Agenda):  

 

Councillor Willmott declared an interest in all matters concerning G W 

Atkinson Ltd. 

 

 Councillor R Davies declared an interest in matters concerning St. 

Michael and All Angels and The Old School. 

 

3. REPORTS FROM THE POLICE 

 

PC Porter introduced the new CPSO for Thurmaston and reported that 

Heena, the former CPSO will be returning to work from maternity leave in 

February. 

 

PC Porter reported that a several burglaries have taken place recently; 

many of the burglaries are from sheds and reminded everyone to be 

vigilant.  

 

Councillor Hill reported that according to Neighborhood Watch, 

distraction burglaries involving children have taken place. 

PC Porter confirmed that the Police are following a line of enquiry about 

the incidents and have issued warnings to Elderly residents not to let 

strangers into their homes.  

 

Councillor Harley: reported that he has organised  ‘Cold Calling Zones’ for 

several areas in the village which also distract burglary and asked PC 

Porter for recommendations of areas which may benefit from the scheme. 

PC Porter suggested the Dales area.  

                    

4.    CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE LAST PARISH COUNCIL 

MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 11TH November 2008, pages 131 -144.  
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It was proposed and seconded that the minutes and resolutions therein 

be adopted as a true and correct record. 

 

Page 132: Chairman’s Allowance 

Councillor Harley submitted the following question: 

‘Does the Chairman and the Council agree with me that during this 

period  of financial instability, many Thurmaston residents are worried over 

job insecurity, thousands of households in Thurmaston are facing 

increased fuel and food costs and many pensioners are facing reduced 

income based on their savings. At a time when we may be forced to 

‘defer’  projects from the village precept in an attempt to keep the village 

precept low to support our residents in these troubled financial times,  it 

would not be prudent from a public relations point of view of purchase 

two medallions and their ribbons from the public purse (Chairman’s 

Allowance) for the Vice Chairman and the Chairman’s partner at this 

time?’  

 

A lengthy debate followed, and it was proposed and seconded that the 

Council supports Councillor Lowe’s offer to purchase the medallions from 

his Chairman’s allowance. 

 

Resolved: the motion was carried. 

 

Resolved: that the minutes and resolutions therein be adopted. 

 

5.   QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS:  None 

 

6. BUSINESS ARISING FROM, AND CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF          

COMMITTEE MEETINGS: 

 

Page 145 -148:  Minutes of the Meeting of the Memorial Hall and Cemetery 

Committee 18.11.08 

It was proposed and seconded that the minutes and resolutions therein 

be adopted as a true and correct record. 

 

Resolved: that the minutes and resolutions therein be adopted. 

 

Page 149 – 153 Minutes of the LDF Sub-committee 18.11.08 

 

It was proposed and seconded that the minutes and resolutions therein 

be adopted as a true and correct record. 

Councillor Harley reported that at the start of the meeting he had stated 

that he was there to give information and to confirm details and 

accuracy on the consultation document, not to express an opinion on the 
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Parish council’s response, and requested that the Clerk amends the 

minutes accordingly. 

 

Councillor Willmott confirmed Councillor Harley’s statement. 

 

Resolved: with the above amendment, the minutes and resolutions 

therein be adopted. 

 

Page 154 -157:  Minutes of the Meeting of the Environmental 

Committee 25.11.08 

It was proposed and seconded that the minutes and resolutions therein 

be adopted as a true and correct record. 

 

Resolved: that the minutes and resolutions therein be adopted. 

 

Page 158 Minutes of the LDF Sub-committee 25.11.08 

It was proposed and seconded that the minutes and resolutions therein 

be adopted as a true and correct record. 

 

Resolved: that the minutes and resolutions therein be adopted. 

 

Pages 159 - 163 Minutes of the Leisure Centres/Parks Committee 02.12.08 

 

It was proposed and seconded that the minutes and resolutions therein 

be adopted as a true and correct record. 

 

Resolved: that the minutes and resolutions therein be adopted. 

 

7. PRECEPT 

 

The Clerk issued copies of letter received from Councillor S R Brown as 

follows: 

 

I believe that we should be setting  basic precepts  for essential things only. For 

2009. This is because of the situation in the country. The country is going into or is 

in a recession. 

Thurmaston residents are not immune to what is happening  in the country. 

 Some  residents could be  working short time or even losing their jobs and in the 

worst case losing their homes. 

The Parish Council should recognize this could be happening to many residents 

of Thurmaston. 

 If each precept is set to the basic this would save many thousands of pounds 

that residents wouldn’t have to pay. 
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I don’t know how much this would save individual families but whatever it is it 

would be much better left in their pockets and not in the parish council bank. 

Hopefully the clerks we will be able to give as an idea of how much this would 

save residents. 

Residents should be told why the Parish Council is doing this and that when the 

country comes out of the recession which could be 2010/11  we would put 

back into the precepts the extra money for other less urgent things that need 

to be done around  Thurmaston. 

Councillor Steve Brown. 

 

The Clerk explained that following consideration of the committee’s  

recommendations and In light of concerns received about the current 

economical climate,  the Clerks have prepared two additional proposals 

for consideration as follows. 

 

Option A:  Represents an increase of approx 9% 

Precept as per the committee’s recommendations including provision for 

Christmas Lights, proposed projects and CCTV. 

 

Option B:  Represents an increase of approx.  4.4% 

Precept as per the committee’s recommendations including provision for 

Christmas Lights, proposed projects, but minus CCTV. 

 

Option C:  Represents a reduction of approx. -2.5% 

Precept minus Christmas lights and all projects, but CCTV to be included. 

 

Resolved:  Copies of the Full precept and recommended options to be 

issued to all Councillors for consideration in preparation for January’s 

meeting, where the precept must be finalised. 

 

8. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

Resident, Barkby Thorpe Lane: 

Reported that there will be a broadcast on Radio Leicester at 8am 

tomorrow about the proposed development of 5000 houses within 

Charnwood 2026 LDF.  The broadcast will invite telephone calls from 

resident’s views on the proposals. 

 

Resident, Barkby Thorpe Lane: 

Expressed concern about the planning application 

Leicester City Council 

211 – 213 Humberstone Lane, Rushey Mead 

50 Houses   
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The resident expressed concern that the proposed development would 

have detrimental effects for Thurmaston, yet the Parish Council was not  

informed. The proposed development does not reflect any aspect of the 

surrounding properties and will exacerbate traffic problems in the area. 

 

Resolved:  it was agreed that the Clerk should write to the City Council 

objecting to the proposed development for the above reasons and 

complain that the Parish Council were not consulted on this significant 

development  which has considerable implications for Thurmaston. 

 

9. BUSINESS ARISING:    

 

Leicestershire County Council 

Thurmaston, Barkby Thorpe Lane, proposed speed reducing scheme: 

Letter as follows: 

I refer to previous discussions and correspondence on the above scheme 

and thank you for the Parish Council’s support on this matter. 

I am pleased to say that all comments received from the consultations on 

the scheme have been considered by County Councillors and 

subsequently the scheme has been approved.  The feedback on the 

scheme was generally in favour, but with various other comments made. 

Please find attached for your information a copy of a letter and drawing 

which I have sent to residents who commented on the scheme. 

  

10.  CORRESPONDENCE:   
 

Thurmaston Action Group 

Annual Report November 2008 

(copies issued to all councillors) 

 

St Michaels and All Angels Church 

I am writing on behalf of the Vicar and PCC of St Michael and All Angels 

Church Thurmaston. 

It is our understand that as St. Michael’s is a closed churchyard it is the 

Parish Council’s responsibility to maintain it.  We have recently become 

concerned  about the overall condition of the tarmac path which is the 

only access to the building. 

We would like to ask the Parish Council if they would consider resurfacing 

the path which is the only access to the building. 

We would like to ask the Parish Council if they would consider resurfacing 

the path.  We would be grateful if you would bring this matter before the 

Parish Council for their attention. 
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Resolved:  Councillor Bedder agreed to inspect the path in light of H&S 

and advise the Council whether urgent remedial Action is necessary. 

 

Thurmaston Action Group 

Response to Charnwood 2026 

(copies issued to all councillors) 

 

Mrs. Alixe Bates 

Deputy Clerk to the Council 

Letter as follows: 

I would like to thank all the Councillors that have offered their sympathy 

and support during the last few weeks and I would especially like to thank 

the Clerk for all the help and understanding that she has given me. 

It has been a difficult time for me and all the kind words and sympathy 

have been very much appreciated. 

 

Charnwood Borough Council 

Provision of Public Toilets 

Letter explaining that the Investigation and Review Scrutiny Committee 

are going to investigate and then recommend action related to the 

provision of public toilets in the Borough, and requesting the Council’s 

views on three possible ways forward 

 

1. Some Parish and Town Councils may consider greater local 

involvement with the management of the toilets, regarding them 

as potentially a major asset to the local community and one which 

makes the centre of the town or village a more attractive place to 

live in and to visit and therefore a matter in which they would like 

to have direct involvement. It may be possible to pass on a any 

savings made through such direct involvement to the Parish and 

Town Councils directly involved. 

 

2. Others may consider that toilet provision is entirely a matter for the 

Borough Council and, while expecting toilets of a good standard 

to be available they would not wish to be directly involved. 

 

3. A further possibility that will be considered is the option of a 

payment from the local authority of around £600 a year for the use 

of privately owned and maintained toilets that are open to the 

public, typically in pubs restaurants and shops would replace the 

existing provision. 

 

Response required by 19th December. 
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It was proposed and seconded that the Council supports option 2. 

 

Resolved:  the motion was carried. 

 

11. PLANNING APPLICATIONS   

 

P/08/3049/2 

933 Melton Road, Thurmaston 

Erection of single storey extension to side of dwelling 

Resolved:  No comment. 

 

P/082921/2 

1 Hadrian Road 

Use of car park for manufacturing and car parking, retention of 2m high 

fence and creation of access onto Melton Road. 

Resolved:  Council to request that the railings are green in line with 

decorative railings in the area. 

 

P/08/3039/2 

931 Melton Road 

Formation of 2 Flats 

Resolved:  No comment. 

 

Leicester City Council 

211 – 213 Humberstone Lane, Rushey Mead 

50 Houses   

 

Resolved:  Council to object to the application write to the City Council 

objecting to the proposed development for the following reasons:   

 would have detrimental effects for Thurmaston, yet the Parish 

Council were not  informed.  

 The proposed development does not reflect any aspect of the 

surrounding properties 

 will exacerbate traffic problems in the area. 

 

Also complain that the Parish Council was not consulted on this significant 

development  which has considerable implications for Thurmaston. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

12.   REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS AND THE CLERK:   

 

The Clerk: 
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Reported that the Parish office is due to be completed by the end of 

week and thanked and commended Councillor Bedder for monitoring 

H&S on site throughout the construction of the office.  Councillor Bedder 

has made 30 visits to site. 

 

Cllr. Bedder: 

Reported that the H&S on site had been faultless, and commended J C 

Fowlers  on an exceptional job.  

 

13. REPORTS FROM THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR AND BOROUGH 

COUNCILLORS 
 

Councillor Harley thanked everyone for their support throughout the year. 

                                          

The Chairman wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year, thanked all present for attending and closed the meeting. 

 

 

Confirmed and signed this                          day of                              2008 

 

Chairman 

 


